[Pulmonary thromboendarterectomy as a treatment of chronic pulmonary arterial hypertension secondary to unresolved pulmonary thromboembolism. A preliminary report].
This is a preliminary report of our initial experience with thromboendarterectomy in the treatment of four patients with chronic major-vessel thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension. Before surgery, these patients all had severe pulmonary hypertension and cor pulmonale as well as significant abnormalities in lung function (mechanics and gas exchange). They were in class III-IV (NYHA). One of our patients died immediately after the procedure as a result of major bleeding. The remaining three surviving patients have shown a remarkable improvement in both, pulmonary hemodynamics and lung function which has been translated in an also significant improvement in their clinical condition. Although there is still a significant risk involved with this procedure, the thromboendarterectomy represents a reasonable and useful therapeutic approach for selected patients with this deadly form of chronic pulmonary hypertension in which other forms of treatment have proved to be unsuccessful.